
The children receive a midday meal 
5 days a week made from a range of 
food; Maizemeal, Rice, Pasta, Brown-
bread meal, Sugar, Tinned fish, Corned 
beef, Peanut butter, Canola oil, Tomato 
sauce, Soup, gravy powders, Tinned 
beans, Oranges or apples, Cabbage and 
Milk.

The rains have failed for the 4th year 
running and the government have 
declared a state of emergency - which 
doesn’t mean much as there’s no 
funding to address the emergent issues 
- cattle dying in vast numbers. Even 
the Afrikaner farmers are being forced 
to sell their herds or watch them 
die. Budgets are as ever overspent - 
we were kept awake for most of one 
night in a lodge we stayed in en route 
because the teachers and police were 
celebrating actually getting paid that 
month.

San Alive 
Food4Africa have continued to fund 
a regular meal for San pre-schoolers 
living way out in the Kalahari desert.
There are around 50 pre-school 
children, with 2 ‘teachers’, who have 
had some childcare training.

San Alive, a registered Namibian 
charity, are very grateful to 
Food4Africa for their ongoing support.

Around 30% of the population are 
unemployed although the middle 
classes of government workers and 
teachers has grown. The state of most 
of the schools we visited was truly 
disturbing.

Report on visit to Namibia, June 2019



The children now have greater food 
security and there have been no 
incidents of children fainting from 
hunger since the Food4Africa feeding 
was initiated.

Kindergartens

Omaleshe

The teachers wrote Mike and I a lovely 
note - impressive too given Khoisan is 
so radically different from English. 

I visited more kindergartens in the 
north and my impression, apart from 
one exception, was the same - there’s 
very little structured play activity 
happening. Doris explained that 
these kindergartens are really only a 
babysitting facility and the ‘teachers’ 
are untrained. Doris is absolutely key 
in providing activity and learning, 
and in teaching co-ordination, co-
operation, culture and how to have 
fun. 

Helene de Kok continues to do a 
conscientious job, purchasing the food 
from the nearest town, Gobabis, 2 
hours distant and monitoring that the 
children receive it. This is over and 
above her main focus which is enabling 
bead and jewellery production & sales. 
She is concerned that visitor numbers 
to Namibia and therefore, sales of the 
San women’s work has fallen.



The one example of a good nursery 
school that stood out was run by 
a trained teacher and the range of 
imaginative play she’s set up was 
impressive - using plastic bottle tops 
for counting and colouring egg boxes 
to teach colours, for example. In the 
UK the govt are currently aiming for 
every child to have at least 15 hours of 
nursery education a week before they 
start school as there’s evidence that 
children do much better at school and 
in life if they’ve had this solid start...
it’s a shame VSO have long gone as I 
think they could make a difference in 
this area.

Oh dear, think I’ve been away too 
long. Dirty, poorly equipped and most 
classrooms are a demonstration of 
teachers without interest or passion. 
Eluwa in particular was depressing 
- there was an investigation into 
the teaching there in 2017 which 
concluded that the teachers spent 
more time pursuing their own outside 
activities than teaching. I couldn’t 
see much evidence that things had 
changed since the report was made 
public.

Only one school looked good - floor 
actually swept and lots of aids on the 
wall - and this a school in one of the 
poorest areas.

Schools



Doris’s work is absolutely critical. 
From the pre-schoolers to the senior 
secondary kids she is likely to be the 
brightest spark in their week. 

She teaches as ever with 
imagination, verve and vigour. 
From the response it’ s clear the 
kids love it - even those outwith 
the class. 

She has a busy weekly timetable 
(see attached timetable) as well 
as lots of national events eg Day of 
African Child, HIV Awareness Day, 
conferences and weddings which 
Omaleshe and Eluwa perform at. 
She is well known and valued by the 
Education Directorate locally. I feel 
confident in what Omaleshe Projects 
is supporting and that donors money 
is being well spent. 

Impact




